Springsteen and the struggle
with the distributed narrative

Patrick Cooper, USA TODAY
Glory Days symposium, 2009



Keep the crowd In mind
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A Early: Deeply personal storytelling
A Middle: Personal but broadly thematic

A Late: With characters or beyond them
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A Middle: Collection of audience

A Late: Is everyone a character?



Mass publishing: The rise

A Audio tape, video, printer,-eail, discovery,
Web production, discovery, sharing, mobile

A Public school, literacy, civil rights, credentials

A Masses learn, consume and project diversely



Mass publishing: The scene
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The me-sphere Graphic by Jeff Jarvis



Mass publishing: The effects
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The me-sphere

A So much to take in

A Too much to take

A How do you speak?



Speaking from self

A Reject

A Personalize
A Aggregate
A Filter

A Question



An analogous shift?




Impressionism

A Using tone and color to create portrayal.

A What's knowable becomes a question of
perspective and perception.

A The only direct knowledge is personal.
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